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IHDIV PLANS EVENT TO KICK-OFF NEW $14.2M PROGRAM 
 
 The Indian Head Division, Naval Surface Warfare (IHDIV, NSWC) has planned an event, 
Wednesday, 25 April 01, to celebrate the recent announcement by the Secretary of Defense that it has 
been selected to pursue one of 14 advanced concept technology demonstration projects (ACTD). 
According to a press release issued by the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense, "ACTDs reduce 
the time required to field new systems and increase user involvement in system design and integration". 
Over 60 proposals were submitted by the military services to the unified commanders. After a three-year 
proposal development effort, IHDIV's Advanced Technology Ordnance Surveillance (ATOS) project was 
selected.    
 
 According to Rich Low, Program Manager, Surveillance and Predictive Technologies, "The goal of 
the ATOS ACTD project is to develop a hybrid radio frequency identification (RFID) electronic tag 
combined with a micro-electromechanical systems (MEMS) sensor array." Existing MEMS and RFID 
technologies will be integrated and affixed to various ammunition containers and pallets in a variety of 
storage and operational environments. ATOS will provide Commanders and logistics managers with 
precise location, condition and historical environmental storage data of ammunition and ordnance 
devices. 
 
  The IHDIV ATOS ACTD project is sponsored by the U.S. European Command. The project brings 
approximately $14.2M to IHDIV which will afford work efforts on ATOS from 2001 - 2003. 
 

Mrs. Mary Lacey, IHDIV Director commented on the magnitude of this ACTD stating, "This sets the 
stage to dramatically increase inventory accuracy and our knowledge of ordnance conditions."  Goals of 
the program, beyond proof of concept, are selecting best-of-breed systems and peripheral equipment, 
determining Service-specific requirements and associated integration requirements, and developing DoD 
wide specifications for ultimate procurement implementation.  
 
 A ribbon-cutting event will take place on Wednesday, 25 April, 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. at the Mix House to 
ceremoniously mark the kick-off of IHDIV's first ACTD project. CAPT Marc Siedband, IHDIV 
Commander and Ms. Betsy DeLong, ATOS Project Manager will make remarks. Special guests will 
include representatives of the U.S. European Command, the project's sponsor.  
 
 The IHDIV is a Navy laboratory located in Charles County Maryland. The IHDIV specializes in the 
research, development, technology, and engineering of explosives and propellants and their related 
applications. The IHDIV and its five major tenant commands employee a workforce of 3,000 which 
amounts to a $200M annual payroll.    
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